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What is SEO?

Search Engine Optimization means changing words 
and links to cause search engines to list web sites in 
the top results for certain search words or phrases. 


In other words, SEO is the process of optimizing a 
site, and links to a site, to get a higher position.


This case study covers the basics of on site SEO 
that can lead to these results. 
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99th to 5th 

SEO does work. 


By altering the web 
site and creating in-
bound links, Gear6 (1) 
moved over the 
course of 6 months 
from position 99 to the 
top 10 (2) over the 
course of 6 months.
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Titles and URLs 
and H1 tags

Here is an example of 
on-site SEO.


The title tag (1) the URL 
(2) and the h1 tag (3) all 
contain the string “BI 
Database” – business 
intelligence database.


The results are on the 
next page.
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Search Results

It took months for 
Greenplum to appear in 
the top 10 of search 
results for BI Database.


Now, more than a year 
after we stopped all SEO 
work, Greenplum (1) is 
still in the top 5 for “BI 
Database” searches.


Twice. 
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Anchor Links


Again, the title tag (1) 
and h1 tag (2) both 
contain the term 
“Anthony Tammaro”. 


Notice that (2) is also a 
link: an anchor link. 


An anchor links to 
another page, and words 
comprise the link. By 
embedding the words 
“Anthony Tammaro” with 
a link, search engines 
robots will follow the 
page that is linked to 
and assign relevance 
for, in this case, for 
“Anthony Tammaro”.  
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Search Results

The link shown on the 
previous page link to 
(3) /anthony-tammaro 
from the words “Anthony 
Tammaro” – the Anchor 
Link.  By using the 
search term in the 
Anchor Link and URL 
itself, we reinforce the 
on-site SEO.


Robots are tricked into 
valuing the anchor linked 
page - /anthony-
tammaro – as a linguistic 
nexus, the convergence 
of all “Anthony 
Tammaro” links.


This is why the page is 
in the top 10 of Google 
results for searches on 
Anthony Tammaro.
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Itʼs that simple, but  
there is another aspect

Again, we trick the robots by changing the page title, 
URL, H1 tag, and anchor links.


Another way of tricking them is artificially created in-
bound links from other sites. Such links will increase 
the perceived relevance of content like Anthony 
Tammaro or BI Database or Memcached.


For more information about SEO, please contact 
Jeffrey Goldsmith via http://jeffreygoldsmith.com



